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To my enthusiastic, keen, and accurate companion in the 
latter islands, Mr. Meade-Waldo, for whom I confidently 
predict a very high place among our rising field-naturalists, 
I leave the task of describing the researches, in which he 
bore the chief part, in the latter islands. 


III.—On the Genus Platalea, with a Description of a new 
Species from New Guinea. By W. R. OcILvIE-GRANT. 
(Plate E) 

Tue head and legs of a Spoonbill recently killed at Port 
Moresby, S.E. New Guinea, were forwarded by Mr. H. 
Romilly to Lord Walsingham, by whom these interesting 
remains were presented to the Natural History Museum. 
The rest of the body had unfortunately been cut up for 
eating by the natives before the bird was observed by Mr. 
Romilly ; but the whole plumage is said to have been 
entirely white, like the head, and to have belonged to a bird 

hitherto unknown in New Guinea. 

That no Spoonbill has ever been recorded from Papua is 
certain, and at the first glance I believed these remains to 
belong to the Australian black-faced species, P. melano- 
rhyncha, Reich. (P. regia, Gould), which it seemed probable 
might have strayed northwards beyond its usual range; but 
after a very careful comparison with specimens of the Aus- 
tralian bird of the same age I am convinced that the Spoon- 
bill of New Guinea belongs to quite a distinct species, some- 
what intermediate between P. melanorhyncha and P. minor, 
Temm. & Schi., from Japan and Formosa. 

Before venturing to describe a new species on such frag- 
mentary evidence, more especially as the species of this 
group are not yet well understood, chiefly owing to the 
scarcity of material in museums and to the difficulty of procur- 
ing specimens, I have made a detailed examination of all the 
available material both in the Natural History Museum and 
elsewhere, and have attempted to clearly establish the distin- 
guishing characters of the different species. I trust the 
results may be of some value to those who are interested in 
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the Platalean problem. I do not include in my remarks 
either the Australian species, P. flavipes, or the American 
P. ajaja, as I consider them to belong to two distinct genera, 
Platibis and Ajaja. 

The most recent remarks bearing on the subject before us 
are to be found in Mr. Stejneger's “ Review of the Japanese 
Birds ”” (Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus. 1887, p. 275), where an 
excellent résumé of the literature is given, and the several 
questions to be solved are put clearly before the reader. At 
the same time I must remark that, although a great admirer 
of Mr. Stejneger’s careful and accurate work, my own inves- 
tigations have on several points resulted in conclusions quite 
the opposite to those arrived at by that ornithologist— 
notably when he says, p. 281, “ it is a curious peculiarity of 
the Spoonbills (at least of the European species) that the very 
youngest birds have the face more denuded of feathers than 
the older ones ;”’ and again (p. 281), “to this I would remark 
that, as already stated, I regard the type of P. minor as very 
young and that the greater extent of naked skin is due to its 
younger age." Now even supposing, as is probably the case, 
that all the species of Platalea are alike in having the downy 
young “ with nearly the whole face and throat naked ” as in 
P. leucorodia, this character ceases to be pronounced after 
the young birds become feathered; and in all the species 
(always of course allowing a certain margin for individual 
variation in this most variable group) younger specimens 
have both the bare skin of the forehead and throat much less 
developed than in fully adult birds of the same species. In 
all the species the young birds may be distinguished from the 
adults of the same sex by the following characters—the 
smaller size (usually), the smoothness and lighter colour of 
the bill, the smaller area of bare skin both on the forehead 
and throat, and the black and dark brown colour of the ends 
of the primary quills and their shafts. In fully adult speci- 
mens of the different species with pure white primaries, &c., 
a number of characters are found common to all at certain 
seasons, such as the corrugations on the bill, the long crest 
and the irregular buff-coloured band round the base of the 

SER. VI.—VOL. I. D 


34 Mr. W. R. Ogilvie-Grant on the Genus Platalea. 


neck. To the best of my belief these characters are only 
seasonal and disappear about the end of December; for as 
shown in a fully adult male specimen of P. major (no. 7) 
there is no visible crest in January, and the bill is nearly 
smooth. In March a male from Delhi (no. +) and a female 
from Egypt (no. 21), both fully adult, have the bill somewhat 
corrugated and a short crest in quill, and adult male speci- 
mens (nos. 5 and 3), procured at Hakodadi in April and 
Jodhpur in November respectively, have fully developed crests 
and the bill strongly corrugated. The fully adult females 
differ from the males only in their usually smaller size; but 
I believe Mr. Swinhoe to be correct in his surmise that they 
take considerably longer to attain maturity. 

I have to return my best thanks to Dr. Düttikofer, who 
has been more than kind in supplying me with all required 
information, as well as in sending a number of water-colour 
drawings of heads of various Spoonbills in the Leyden 
Museum, also to Mr. Seebohm, Canon Tristram, and Capt. 
Shelley, who have been kind enough to send me for exami- 
nation specimens of Platalea from their collections. 


Key to the Species. 


A. Forehead feathered almost to the base of the 
culmen. 
a. Naked skin of throat and round eyes yellow, on 
narrow forehead and in front of eyes blackish. 
Culmen black barred with yellow. Legs black. 
a'. Smaller; culmen from 7-8'9 inches long .. P. leucorodia, p. 35. 
b'. Larger; culmen from 8:2-97 inches long .. P. major, p. 39, 
D. A considerable extent of forehead above the base 
of the culmen naked. 
b. Naked skin of face and throat, bill, and legs 
c^ Case E CER IEEEERI P. alba, p. 47. 
c. Naked skin of face and throat, bill, and legs 
black or dark purplish brown. 
ce’. Throat naked for a considerable extent. 
a". Dare skin of throat extends ca. 2*8 beyond 
the angle ofthe mouth, rounded orslightly 
W-shaped: posteriorly, on bare forehead 
1:2 beyond base of culmen. Yellow patch 
on the back of the forehead and largely 
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above and somewhat less below each eye. 
Bill black. End of spatule obtusely [p. 48. 
ixuBested. Danmer.................. P. melanerhyncha, 
6", Bare skin of throat extends ca. 1:5 beyond 
the angle of the gape, slightly W-shaped 
posteriorly, that of forehead 1:0 beyond 
base of culmen. Slight yellow patch on 
the back of the forehead and below each 
eye. Bill deep black. End of spatule [p. 52, 
rounded. Intermediate .............. P. intermedia, 
d'. Throat almost entirely feathered, 
c". Bare skin of throat extends 1:2 beyond 
the angle of the gape, strongly W-shaped 
posteriorly, that of forehead extends :6 
beyond base of culmen. Yellow patch 
below and in a thin line over each eye, 
none on forehead. Bill black. End of 
spatule yellow. Sizesmaller ........ P. minor, p. 54. 


PLATALEA LEUCORODIA, Linn. 


Western Race. (P. leucorodia.) 

It is unnecessary to make any remarks on this species, as 
my reasons for uniting with it P. major are fully explained 
under that heading (p. 39). It seems curious, however, that 
both the specimens I have seen from Egypt should belong to 
the Eastern race instead cf the European; possibly both 
forms occur in that country. 

The measurements of No. 33 from Massouah are extraor- 
dinarily small for a fully adult specimen, and Heuglin states 
that in this respect all the Red-Sea specimens are alike. I 
should not be at all surprised if these prove to belong to a 
distinct race or even species. 

The following table (pp. 36-38) contains a complete list 
of all the specimens which I have been able to examine, with 
measurements and other details. For the dimensions of those 
in the Leyden Museum I have to thank Dr. Búttikofer. 
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Holland. 
(17. vii. 61.) 


Seebohm Coll. 


(Skin.) 


Schollevaers Isl., 


Holland. 
(5. v. 60.) 


As above. 
(29. iv. 60.) 
As above. 
(29. iv. 60.) 
As above. 
(99. iv. 60.) 
Leyden. 
(3. xii. 00.) 
Kralingen. 
(9919909. ) 
Leyden. 
(30, ix. 63.) 
Leyden. 
(20. ix, 60.) 


IIolland. 
(-. viii. 45.) 


Qs 34 
Smooth ; yellowish orange. 


E Mus. Lugdun. (fide Büttikofer). 


d 8:9 
Corrugated; black with yellow 


cross bars,end of spatule yellow. 


d E) | 7 
As above. 
9 ! T3 
As above. 
9 TS 
: As above. 
3 7:4 
As. above. 
67 
Smooth ; yellowish. 
58 
As above. 
4-8 
As above. 
? | 6 
As above; brown. 


a +O Q 


10 | 


| 


15:4 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


143 | 


5 


5:8 


or 


| 
i 


| 
| 
! 


None. 


55 


i None. 


None. 
Very 
short. 


None. 


None. 


As above. 


Pure white. 


Pure white. 


Pure white. 


Pure white. 


Black. 


Black. 


Black. 


Black. 


Black. 


19 


l5 


None. 


Yellow. 


Yellow. 


Yellow. 


Yellow. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None. 
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T 


18. 


19. 


20. 


22- 


especially as it impossible to tell to which race a number of the references must be referred. 


9 
t). 


Locality, &c. 


Schollevaers Isl., 
Holland. 
(16. vi. 58.) 


Kralingen Lake. 
(3. vii. 61.) 
As above. 
(97. vi. 62.) 
As above. 
(3. vii. 61.) 
Near Leyden. 
(10. vii. 80,) 
2. Schollevaers Isl., 
Holland. 


Massonah, 
Red Sea. 
(1862. Heuglin.) 


PLATALEA LEUCORODIA (continued). 


Sex. 


Culmen. 


5 


Smooth ; yellow. 


4 
As above. 


4 
As above. 
9:4 
As above. 
5:5 
As above. 


Nestling and other very young 


6 


Corrugated ; blackish, with 


low end to spatule. 


yellow cross bars and yel- 


| 


| Wing. | Tarsus. 


| 


14 5s 
12 52 
127 | 54 
IOS o3 


145 | 57 


specimens, all 


123 


4:5 


None. 
with b 
| 


9.9 
ERES 


Colour of pri- 
maries at tip. 


Black. 


Black. 
Black. 
Black. 
Black. 

ill entirely yello 


Pure white. 


Bare skin of throat! Band at base 
measured fromangle 


of gape. of neck. 
ENS 0 None. 
15 None, 
1:2 None. 
l4 None. 
9:5 None. 
M 
32 None. 


The geographical distribution of this species has already been so often recorded that it is unnecessary to recapitulate it here, 


Whether the European birds ever go 


to Egypt, I do not know; but both the specimens I have seen from that country belong to the large Eastern form. 
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Eastern Race. (Platalea major, Temm. & Schl.) (Wood- 
eut, fig. 1.) 

After examining very carefully a considerable series of 
Asiatic and European specimens of different ages, the details 
and measurements of which are given on pp. 42-15, I am 
certainly inclined to share Mr. Seebohm'sopinion, and, in spite 
of Mr. Stejneger's conclusions to the contrary, I feel convinced 
that, although somewhat larger, P. major cannot be con- 
sidered specifically distinct from the European P. leucorodia. 


Fig. 1. 


Mead of Platalea major. 3. 


Head of Platalea minor, 3. 


Japanese and Chinese specimeus appear to be identical with 
specimens from India and other parts of Asia and Egypt. 
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The characters found in the length of the bill and tarsus 
and the extent of the bare skin of the throat are subject 
to considerable individual variation, each of them becoming 
more pronounced with the increase of age and differmg in 
males and females, the latter being always considerably 
smaller, and apparently taking longer to assume the fully 
adult characters. Mr. Hume (‘Stray Feathers, i. 1873, 
p. 256) says, “the bills in this species [ P. major, which he 
calls P. leucorodia] vary very materially in length, even in 
the same sex; amongst males, for instance, they vary from 
8:2 to 9:7." The smaller extent of the throat-patch is put 
forward as being a distinguishing character between the 
Japanese birds and P. leucorodia, and certainly specimen 
No. 11 from Yokohama has a very small area of bare skin 
on the throat, only l-t (measured from the angle of the 
gape), and the same peculiarity is to be found in specimen 
No. 8, from Oudh, which, though rather a larger specimen, 
has the throat-patch only 2 inches long, and shows the same 
W-shaped form posteriorly ; while, on the other hand, No. 14 
(9$, R. Swinhoe, No. 1, Ibis, 1861, p. 364), from Tamsuy, 
Formosa, and No. 5, à adult, Hakodadi, have the skin of the 
throat rounded off posteriorly, like the rest of the Asiatic 
and European specimens, and the latter has fully as large an 
area of naked skin on the throat as any of the European 
specimens I have seen ; and Nos. 3 and 4, from Jodhpur and 
Delhi, have even more, the latter especially (4-1). These 
differences will be at once seen by referring to the table of 
measurements below. I believe both specimens Nos. 8 and 11 
to be young males, and I do not think any reliance can be 
placed on the shape of the termination of the throat-patch, 
which has been suggested as a character in this group, as it 
may be either rounded off or W-shaped, though usually the 
former. 

Specimen No. 11 (Yokohama), already referred to, is 
almost identical with the type of P. major, though the mea- 
surements of the latter are somewhat larger. 

The specimens referred to by Taczanowski (Bull. Soc. Zool. 
Fr. x. p. 476) are clearly not very old birds, having probably 
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attained their second season. The combination of black ends 
to the primaries with a considerable erest, deseribed as cha- 
racters of these specimens, is equally found in P. leucorodia 
(Nos. 1 and 4) from South Spam. Finally, I cannot find 
any distinguishing character in the width of the rim of the 
upper mandible between the nasal groove and the edge, a 
character put forward both by Prof. Sundevall and Mr. Stej- 
neger; for the width appears to vary nearly in proportion to 
the length of the culmen, which being greater, as already 
stated, in P. major, naturally has a broader rim. Never- 
theless, taken as a whole, specimens of P. major may gene- 
rally be distinguished from the European bird by the length of 
the “ neck ? of the spatule and, as a rule, especially in imma- 
ture birds, by the smaller area of naked skin on the throat, 
always, of course, comparing birds of a nearly similar age. 

Through the kindness of Dr. Búttikofer I have received a 

life-sized water-colour drawing of the head of the type of 
P. major in the Leyden Museum, from which the accom- 
panying woodcut (p. 39) has been taken. By glancing at this 
and comparing it with that of P. minor, shown bencath it, it 
is more easy to understand why Prof. Schlegel, after receiving 
a nearly adult specimen of the latter species, obtained by 
Mr. Swinhoe at Swatow, which in size was almost inter- 
mediate between the type specimens, united them under 
one name, and characterized them as very like P. leucorodia, 
but with the lower part of the throat feathered and the beak 
brownish. 

Cuar.—Adult g. Exactly similar to P. leucorodia, but 
rather larger, and having the culmen, as a rule, longer, 
from 8:3-97. 

Adult 9. Similar; smaller. 

Imm. 3 & 9. Throat-patch extending over a somewhat 
smaller area than in P. leucorodia of the same age, and 
either rounded off (usually) or W-shaped posteriorly. 

The following table gives a complete list of all the speci- 

mens examined, with measurements and other details. For 
particulars of those in the Leyden Museum I have to thank 
Dr. Buttikofer. 


lvie-Grant on the Genus Platalea. 


1 


o 
te] 


Mr. W. R.O 


42 


*ƏU0N 


“guoN] 


HUG oed 


Jnq eed 


Sung Eq 


qmq 
oped LTA 


*9UON 


"qoou Jo 
esuq qe pueg 


cO 
G1 


€ 


"Iipnour Jo opsue 
puodeq spuə1xə 
eoa} jo ULAS pexuN 


yqa amq | 'euoN 


"on 


qus ses Am 
-HOLI JO səourl) 'Əuo N 
‘OYA 9INJ | 9 vo 
(mb ur 
yya einq G.I 
pya omg | p'vo 
"Nov sys 
rrq USTUAOAL[ *ƏU0 N 
'ontp 
TILA sjgems ‘ysi 
-XƏLQ JO SƏV, 'SUON 
| 
“diy ye senvur |... 
-tad jo amopog 95) 


Srl 


CTI 


eg | GFL 
9 | 6ST 
69 GE 
L9 | 6I 
"SNSAVT, | SULM 


| 


[Ib uy} apnyeds Orourq : payeSnatoc) 


“MOTIVA ə[u1eds Soe1q 
(Sius orq 5 poean? A[JQ2T[G 
68 
‘~op apnyeds 
^qsr[ov[q f pona Au dns 
68 
*puə 3? 3u998919 MO] 
-[24 tta *ov[q | pəjugnauroo 
$8 
“MOTIAL 


rS 
'"MO][94 
o[njuds 5[ov[q * pojuonato;) 
9-8 
“arnyeds jo 
puo 48 gods qsraoqpo& 1dəoxə 
'ov[q. f pojeduuoo [ons 
6 
"MOT[94 apnguds 
i [srpov[q ¿pejueóniios APENS 
6 


‘uamo 


'Xeg 


* (UNS) TOO aum 
COUN "D “81 18) 
wulfy : 

'(urqs) 199 SUN 
Cowngr *0 `V ‘TL "iX ga) 
nung eAoqv snpug *9 | 

(us) "1109 urqoqoog 
(uosa `D) *- *al =) 
Ther 'g 

(Uns) "oO Sum 

CUY LO YL UG) 
PUE ii 

'(utss) (oo eur 
(Hay 72) "89 "xt 9) 

“andupof 


} 


po 


Ta 
, 


Cung) 
d a 
'Cap[8) 19) oum] 
Cowngr "O `V “TL "IX "9c) 
"unxxng 9A0Q8 supug `] 


‘09 “Aye 


FU SANW d 
*IQ9S Y "WA, ^rorvx VITVLVIJ 


43 


lvie-Grant on the Genus Platalea. 


1 


o 
2 


Mr. W^ R.O 


| Cups) 
"neds mopped ! CS ‘sdoysthd 4T) 
"xor “UMOIG :pəluonaroo A[)[2U[S (wosDporT JT `) 
'ƏO N Ls syeys ‘umnog |'ouoN | Pg FI GL ‘Tudo N 'er 
| CT oN ^98 d POST ‘siq1) 
'(uns) ‘T100 mqoqəəs 
‘YOLI SILENE *MOT[9Á ystusorq é yoourg (‘aoymmagy “Y “pg "UT 74) 
"90 N GI “7304 pəpuj |'euoN Ge | GFL m $ "Ansutu J, 'FI 
"OB SBS | "MOJ[9L (uns) TO atm FT 
“uaxorqJoyunoruu | Suruto2əq UMOIG é 500trg ('999T) 
"a0 N ez e[qeioprsuo)) |'euoN | FG | PFI $4, (3) “(BAJA al 
‘dry qe gods aoa (us) 1190) eungr 
[rb ur^pov[q. í pojuzinaroo JU motos CFL) 
'3UON eg yqa em ['euoN| GG | LPI PL $ ‘TOQ ‘GT 
| | 'opieds uo Moppat Surmoyaq '(urqs) ‘00 OIR 
'pəduus-AN "vy syvys UOI É POLINO AYES (08 ‘IX '—) 
‘ouo N ¡ql “uaxorq IE ['9UON| PS | BFL 9. (2) “eoreyoyOK — 'IT 
'em3eds uo mopo Sut (perg) 
"HI | -u1028q UMOL ‘yzoows JSOWIT V CUNT HT) 
'9uoN G vo eyeqs'uaorgp |'9uoN| C9 | FT GL ES "erpug ‘OL 
‘(arys) Tro eum 
ESOS i Cowng 'Q "Y ‘TL ux 'G) 
apnyeds (uavo4q. toos 'snpug (pra 
'9uON FG ‘gaoqe sy  [|'euoN| L9 | SEL | cH 2  uonounf won ‘qea 6 
"?v[q SLYS ‘ys “moro (uws) [09 əum]] 
‘padeys-Ay Morq Jo junoure pue uaodq popiour í qjooutg (s4oo4gr “TAL GL ux -) 


'euON Z olquiopisuog ['euoN| 6G | OFT e8 A (2) "pno '8 


lvie-Grant on the Genus Platalea. 


l 


o 
d 


Mr. W. R. O 


44. 


qq 940115] 


'Əuo NT 


`Əuo N 


qmq 3021 


*ƏUON 
*yoou Jo 
Əsuq ju pueq 


OY 


yqa amq 


`MƏu[q sjreus 
tuaxorqJosunouru 
o[qutoptsuo;) 


"xovq 
syeys *uAoatq 


"OPA ONT 


wq 
SYUUS YSW 


I 


| | 
E 

Itb ur | 
Sa Gu | 


LPI 


("ut 9-1) 


wozruu Áppensuan o[unjedg 
“MOTEL apnyeds * USIALO [OA 
s pəaauq *ou[q f —s 


Td 


"D.S. CH `H SNL E 


'du0N | ES | FI 
SoN | ro | BEL 
9" gg | OFT 


HON ete EI 


"imour jo agur 
puo&eq spuojxo 


3801} JO UTYS poyeNy 


“diy 39 sotaeu 
-tad jo amojog 


38949 susan, | SuM 


*əlmyuds uo mopped 


Suruoooq “q[siuaxoaq !uootus 


Z 


'"AO[[9& YSIUMOL é qjoourg 


LA 
‘atnyeds uo 3u92s212 
sopt 5[ov[q : payesuaso, ) 
1-2 
"MO[[9A 3]n3eds 
wq * qu300urs ATIveNy 


"uauip 2) 


Ó 


(3) 


Cung) 
CUDASUAL "mq JT 
een 'ar) 


4dAasy “9emog 03: 


(uris) "1109 emng 


(69 “AL ~) 
"ortu (* 


(UNS) 


('sauop capunumoy 
"uttuvjodoseqy 


'(urqs) “11909 Stan] 


Cuopy PU ELA" 


“MY QUBS 


(uns) oN eamm 
Quit LO We 
"HIS 


“oy ‘Åe T 


'(panuijuoo) MOFYN VAIVLVIg 


'6r 


) 
RL 
46) 
“LI 


67) 
AL 


45 


Mr. W. R. Ogilvie-Grant on the Genus Platalea. 


(9810 “DAOQB SY 
| qua papa pue L9 (S) | “¿gI Sarpeolteq "ec 
€uON é| L6 peddy Agur | el | 6P |9-s1 -940qU SY 
; J 
"euox ^6 aya ox D je Nghi Sandi ($) ‘PLST Suyoalwq “23 
| L E - 
'euoN ec “YA amd e |e TT | moped opugeds mes | 65? [esueg 0c 
| LA poteg ot [q f popen 
“MOTOR L6 ‘oy ang | Gp | PS | PI “pwd mor (ó) "pu "GS 
| PX pa ‘yoq | poean 
G-8 
'9UON B ‘amp omg | OL | £6 HFI — (2) | pest Buesa “Fe 
| MOTPOL (ra *xov[q é njoourg 
"euo N 96 — “HOLL ouoN| PL | er (>) TIERE "86 
| | "LA OI USIMOT[OLA *qjoouig (eng UT) 
*Əuo N DET "HII '9uoON | T9 | FGI 6 p *(adfij) uedepe “zz 
*(19J09INJ 9Py) wp] snp T 
‘HOUT ses | [SEO] 
«23013 Aq Stop | -P4 əmyeds jo puo tuaxorq ! 
&ynq Aq poe» Jo junotutu ome I ‘vo | qso : (90018 JO0u[Yy (‘Aayjaysy A Ju '04 "nm 81) 
-ipur Apure] c6 Mopruoo qr SUBS] 9 | SFL ES ! (2) ILT IG 


"hayas A `D "SW H 


46 Mr. W. R. Ogilvie-Grant on the Genus Platalea, 


Geographical Distribution of P. major. 

Type from Japan (Temm. & Schl. Fauna Japon., Aves, 
p.119, pl. 75): Hakodadi (Whitely, Ibis, 1867, p. 204): Amoor 
(Radde, Reis. in S. O.-Sibir. ii. p. 345). Lake Khanka (Prze- 
walski, Voy. dans le Pays Ussuri, no. 188). Occasional winter 
visitant to Amoy (Swinhoe, Ibis, 1860, p. 65). 

A pair or more of large Spoonbills were frequently to be 
seen, the winter through, on the Timsuy River (Formosa). 
From their size I take them to be of this species, but I did 
not obtain any specimens (Swinhoe, Ibis, 1863, p. 417). 

9, No. 1. Tamsuy harbour (Swinhoe, Ibis, 1861, p. 364). 

I saw Spoonbills at Bampúr, in Balúchistan ; they are, of 
course, also found on the shores of the Caspian (Blanford, 
* Eastern Persia,’ n. p. 298). 

Sutlej River, Mooltan (Hume, Str. F. 1873, p. 106). Alike 
along the banks and sand-banks of all the greater rivers of 
the Punjab, and of the Indus, in Sindh, the Spoonbill was 
repeatedly met with in large flocks (id. p. 256). Plentiful 
on the rivers of the Punjab during winter (Adams, P. Z. S. 
1858, p. 507). Eastern Narra: Eggs taken in October and 
November (S. Doig, Str. F. 1879, p. 372).  Kattiawar : Not 
uncommon a few miles Fest of Limree (Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, 
p. 419). Small tanks and reservoirs at Jodhpur (Hume, Str. 
F. 1878, ii. p.67). Mt. Aboo and N. Guzerat: Common, asso- 
ciating in flocks in all the marshes and rivers (Hume, Str. F. 
1876, p. 24). Sambhur Lake and its vicinity: I have met 
with small flocks of tl.e Spoonbill during rains only (Adams, 
Str. F. 1873, p. 399). Lucknow: Common during cold 
weather (Reid, Str. F. 1881, p. 77). Oudh and Kumaon : 
Common in flocks at the end of the cold season (Irby, Ibis, 
1861, p. 244). Nepaul Terai (fide Hodgson, in Gray’s Zool. 
Misc. p. 86). Eastern Bengal, Jheel, N.W. of Dacca (Simson, 
Ibis, 1882, p. 93). Lower Bengal (Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 173). 
Calcutta market, may be seen occasionally (Hume, Str. F. 
1878, ii. p. 49). Central India: Very common (Swinhoe & 
Barnes, Ibis, 1885, p. 136). In the Mahanadi, close to 
Cuttack (Sambulpur and Orissa) (Ball, Str. F. 1876, p. 237). 
Orissa, north and south of Mahanadi (Ball, Str. F. 1878, ii. 
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p.331). Raipur (Hume, l. c.). | Godavery River: In flocks 
and occasionally on the smaller streams. Breeds during the 
month of April (Burgess, P. Z. S. 1855, p. 71). Khandeish : 
Winter visitant, not common anywhere (Davidson, Str. F. 
1881, p. 324). Deccan (Fairbank, Str. F. 1876, p. 264) : 
Common and breeds in April and May (Davidson & Wenden, 
Str. F. 1878, 11. p. 91). S. Konkan: A straggler (Vidal, Str. 
F. 1880, p. 91). 

Ceylon. Not an uncommon bird in the south-east of 
Ceylon and in the tank-districts of the northern half of the 
island (Legge, ‘ Birds of Ceylon,’ p. 1097). 

Egypt and Nubia. Very plentiful throughout. It may 
constantly be seen in flocks on the sand-banks of the river 
and in the great marshy lakes of Lower Egypt and Fayoom 
(Shelley, * Handb. B. Egypt, p. 264). Abundant, but very 
wild and difficult to shoot (Taylor, Ibis, 1859, p. 51). 

The above references are only those which I can con- 
fidently refer to this species ; all the doubtful ones have been 
omitted, as it is frequently quite uncertain whether the speci- 
meus inentioned by the different writers about Japan and 
China belonged to the above or to P. minor. 


PLATALEA ALBA, Scop. 


Prof. Milne-Edwards and M. Grandidicr, while writing on 
this Spoonbill (P. tenuirostris, *llistoire de Madagascar, 
Oiseaux,’ ii. p. 524), remark, in a footnote, that it is by 
accident that ornithologists up to the present time have re- 
garded the Madagascar (and African) species as identical 
with the White Spoonbill and the Crested Spoonbill, of which 
Sonnerat gives descriptions in his ‘Voyage à la Nouvelle 
Guinée’ and his ‘ Voyage aux Indes et en Chine’ (Platalea 
cristata, Scopoli, and P. luzoniensis, Bonaparte) ; for, con- 
trary to what people have thought, a Spoonbill ¿s found in 
Luzon, M. Baer having killed one there, which M. Custalet 
has had in his hands, and which differs from P. tenuirostris. 

The above-mentioned authors do not mention to what 
species the bird in question belonged, nor do they tell us 
that it was identical with Sonnerat’s species. "Their argu- 
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ment appears to fall short of the question, which is, Were 
Sonnerat’s birds obtained in Luzon or Africa? Now, grant- 
ing that the occurrence of Spoonbills in the Philippines 
should have been somewhat unexpected, as no specimen had 
been recorded since Sonnerat’s time (his examples were said 
to have been obtained in Luzon before the year 1776), there 
is no apparent reason why previous writers should have been 
mistaken in identifying Sonnerat’s species with the African 
and Madagascar bird. After a careful investigation of the 
question, one can only agree with Prof. Schlegel’s decided 
opinion (‘ Mus. Pays-Bas, Ciconie p. 22) that there can be 
hardly a doubt that Sonnerat described his Spatule blanche 
and Spatule hupée from a young and an adult specimen of the 
so-called P. tenuirostris. That M. Baer's bird should differ 
from this species, as stated by M. Oustalet, is a further argu- 
ment in favour of this view, and his bird most probably 
belonged to P. minor. 

I have, unfortunately, been unable to examine any speci- 
mens of Spoonbills from Luzon. 


PLATALEA MELANORHYNCHA, Reich. (Plate I. figs. 1, 14, 
4, & 5.) 

This species is apparently confined to the Australian con- 
tinent, though one or two straggling instances have been 
recorded, with more or less certainty, of its occurrence in 
New Zealand, and there is a fully adult specimen from Timor 
in the Leyden Museum, presented by Governor Lausberge. 
It is to be distinguished from the following species by several 
characters, as already shown in the Key ; but of course these 
distinctions are only clearly marked in nearly mature or 
adult specimens; and young and immature Australian spe- 
cimens might be easily confounded with specimens of P. in- 
termedia, though never with P. minor, in which the nearly 
feathered throat is always a strongly marked character. Yet 
the obtusely truncate shape of the spatule will, I believe, 
always serve to distinguish this species from P. intermedia 
with its rounded spatule. 

Cuar.—Adult 3 $ 9. Naked skin of forehead and throat 
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black; bill black or transversely barred with purplish 
black. A yellow triangular patch at the back of the 
forehead and above and below the eye, less marked below. 
The plumes on the forehead do not advance to above 
the posterior margin of the eye, and are distant ca. 1:2 
from the base of the culmen. The naked throat extends 
from 2:3-2:8 beyond the angle of the mouth, and is 
either rounded or slightly W-shaped posteriorly. End 
of spatule obtusely truncate. Primaries white. 

Imm. Naked skin of forehead and throat black ; bill 
brownish black. Yellow on forehead and above and 
below the eye indistinct or absent. The plumes on the 
forehead advance to above the middle of the eye within 
about *6 of the base of the culmen. The naked throat 
extends about 1°5 beyond the angle of the mouth and is 
W-shaped posteriorly. Tips of primaries blackish. 

The following table (pp. 50, 51) gives a list of all the spe- 
cimens I have been able to examine, with measurements and 
other details. For those in the Leyden Museum I am in- 
debted to the kindness of Dr. Biittikofer. 


Geographical Distribution of P. melanorhyncha. 


Timor: Adult specimen in the Leyden Museum, presented 
by Governor Lansberge. 

Derby, N.IV. Australia, Port Darwin and Port Essington, 
Rockingham Bay, Port Denison, Wide Bay District, Rich- 
mond and Clarence Rivers, New South Wales, Interior, Vic- 
toria and S. Australia (Ramsay, ‘Tabular List of Australian 
Birds,’ p. 20). 

(?) Castle Point, East Coast of N. Island, New Zealand 
(Ellman, Zool. 1861, p. 7169). Shot at Manawatu River, 
and supposed to have been seen at Rangitikei River (Buller, 
Trans. N. Z. Inst. ix. p. 837). 
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PLATALEA INTERMEDIA, Sp. n. (Plate I. figs. 2 & 24.) 

This species, as already mentioned, is based solely on the 
head and feet of a specimen obtained by Mr. H. Romilly at 
Port Moresby, New Guinea, in or about the month of Janu- 
ary 1888. It appears to have been a nearly fully adult bird, 
in winter plumage, and, judgiug from the appearance of the 
feathers in quill, would iu a short time have possessed a 
crest. The plumage is said to have been entirely white, like 
that of the head; but whether the primaries were entirely 
white is uncertain, and it seems to me probable that they 
were still more or less tipped with brownish black, as I 
believe the bird to have been in the second season. The 
species is most nearly allied to P. melanorhyncha of Australia, 
but is distinguished by having the naked skin of the fore- 
head and throat, as well as the culmen, intense black, with- 
out any yellow spots above the eyes, and the spatule rounded, 
instead of being obtusely truncate, a character which will be 
easily seen. by referring to the Plate, where the culmen is 
figured side by side with that of an Australian specimen of 
about the same age. 

Since writing the above, I have received, through the 
kindness of Dr. Biittikofer, life-sized water-coloured drawings 
of the heads of two specimens from Borneo, which are pre- 
served in the Leyden Museum. These birds agree in every 
particular with the head of my type from New Guinea, 
but are, unfortunately, neither of them fully adult, having 
the crests only partially developed and the ends of the 
primaries still tipped with black. They are both said to 
have been female specimens, and, judging from their mea- 
surements, are doubtless correctly sexed ; but unfortunately 
the dates when they were obtained are not recorded, nor the 
exact localities; but they were probably obtained in the 
south of Borneo, which is said to be swampy and suited to 
their mode of life. It is to be hoped that, ere long, we may 
receive fully adult specimens of this bird, which has hitherto 
been unrecorded. To Mr. A. H. Everett and Mr. John White- 
head and other well-known travellers, Spoonbills are quite 
unknown, but their explorations have been chiefly carried on 
in the north of the island, where the mountainous character 
of the country is unsuited to the habits of these birds. 


Locality, &c. 


1. S.E. New Guinea. 
| (H. H. Romilly.) 
(llead and legs.) 


| (Type.) 
| 
2 Borneo. 
(Hoedt, 1864.) 
on Borneo. 


| (Hoedt, 1864.) 


Culmen. 


fi 


Smooth ; black. 


PLATALEA INTERMEDIA, Sp. n. 


E Mus. Brit. 


Naked skin on fore- | 
head extends beyond) Wing. Tarsus.' Crest. 
culmen. 


in quill 
Black, indication 
of yellow patch 
below eye and at 


back of forehead. 


E Mus. Lugdun. (fide Düttikofer). 


04 
Smooth; black. 


6'4 
As above. 


9 | 12-9 


| 
| n jlell 
Black, as above. | | 
1 1351 A4 ll 
As above. 


Colour of wing- 
feathers at tip. 


Black. 


Black. 


Throat-patch 
extends beyond 
angle of 
mouth. 


ca. 1:6 


¡Band at base 
of neek. 


None. 


None. 
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Cuar.— d (?) and 9 nearly fully adult. Naked skin of 
forehead and throat deep black; bill the same. A 
yellow patch at the back of the forehead and under each 
eye. The plumes of the forehead do not advance to the 
posterior margin of the eye, and are 1:0 distant from the 
base of the culmen. The naked throat extends 1:5 
beyond the angle of the mouth, and is slightly W-shaped 
posteriorly. End of the spatule rounded. Primaries 
with black tips. 

The table on p. 53 shows the measurements of the three 

known specimens. 


PLaTALEA MINOR, Temm. & Schl. (Plate I. figs. 3, 94, & 6, 
and woodeut, fig. 2, p. 39.) 

That this species is absolutely distinct both from P. major 
and from P. melanorhyncha is beyond all doubt; and as 
Dr. Stejneger has already thoroughly argued out the question 
and established its distinguishing characters, I shall only add 
a few remarks about the different specimens I have examined. 
Before I had read Mr. Stejneger?s conclusions the British 
Museum had received Mr. Seebolin's collection, including 
those of Mr. Swinhoe’s specimens from Formosa, viz. “Nos. 1, 
3, and 4," mentioned in “The Ibis? for 1864, and I had also de- 
cided that “No. 1 ? could not have been paired with “No. 2," 
although shot on the same date, as the former is an imma- 
ture female of P. major, while the latter, which has since 
been forwarded to me through the kindness of Canon Tris- 
tram, is an immature male of P. minor, and in most respects 
similar to No. 3 and to the type in Leyden, though possibly 
rather older. This specimen in Canon Tristram’s collection 
is labelled as “China; J. Verreaux ? ; but the make of the 
skin is precisely the same as Mr. Swinhoe’s other speci- 
mens, and the measurements and all details agree exactly 
with his description of his “ No. 2.” 

It is difficult to understand how Mr. Seebohm, having the 
above-mentioned specimens in his possession, could have fallen 
into the mistake of considering them as immature birds of 
the Australian species, and a glance at Plate 1., in which the 
head of the fully adult and erested male (No. 4) is figured 
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opposite to that of P. melanorhyncha, of about the same age, 
will be sufficient to show the striking differences between 
these two species. 

The head of a young bird from North Goto Island, in Canon 
Tristram’s museum, has the spatule unusually wide. Thanks 
to the kindness of Dr. Büttikofer, I have received a life-sized 
water-colour drawing of the head of the type of P. minor, which 
is in the Leyden Museum ; and from this the accompanying 
woodcut (p. 39) has been carefully copied. The feathering 
of the face and throat, allowing for slight individual varia- 
tion, agrees exactly with the other specimens of about the 
same age. I must add, à propos of Dr. Stejneger’s remark 
(op. cit. p. 281), already alluded to, that the type of P. minor 
does not bear out his theory, there being considerably less 
naked skin in it than in more mature birds. I have also re- 
ceived a drawing from Dr. Biittikofer of the specimen killed 
by Mr. Swiulioe at Swatow and sent to the Leyden Museum, 
which is a nearly mature bird, and in many respects similar 
to his adult male from 'Tamsuy, Formosa. It was this speci- 
men which induced Prof. Schlegel to unite P. major and 
P. minor, though iu reality they are widely distinct species. 

Cuar.—Adult 3. Naked skin of forehead and throat 
black; bill black, with a yellow patch across the spatule. 
A yellow patch under and in front of the eye, extending 
in a narrow line over the upper lid. The plumes on the 
forehead advance to about the middle of the eye, within 
about ‘6 of the base of the culmen ; on the throat they 
advance between the rami of the mandible in a short 
blunt angle. Primaries white. 

Adult 9. (Similar? smaller ?) 

Imm. d $ 9. Naked skin of the forehead and throat pur- 
plish brown or purplish black ; bill yellowish or purplish 
brown. Yellow patch under the eye less distinct. The 
plumes of the forehead advance in front of the eye 
within about *4 of the base of the culmen ; on the throat 
they advance between the rami of the mandible in a long 
acute angle. Primaries with black tips. 
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The preceding table gives a complete list of all the speci- 
mens I have been able to examine, with measurements and 
other details. Dr. Biittikofer has supplied me with those of 
the Leyden specimens. 


Geographical Distribution of P. minor. 
Korea. 
Japan (Mus. Lugd.). Nagasaki (Petersen). 
Fokien and Swatow (see list above). 
Tamsuy Harbour, Formosa (Swinhoe, Ibis, 1864, Nos. 2, 
3, and 4). 


EXPLANATION OF PLATE I. 
Figs. 1 & la. Platalea melanorhyncha, immature. Queensland. 
Figs, 2 & 2a. Platalea intermedia, d nearly adult. New Guinea (type). 
Figs. 8 & 84. Platalea minor, 9 immature. Tamsuy Harbour. (Swinhoe, 
No. 3.) 
Fig. 4. Platalea melanorhyncha, d adult. Moreton Bay. 
Fig. 5. Platalea melanorhyncha, young. Moreton Bay. 
Fig. 6. Platalea minor, g adult. Tamsuy Harbour. (Swinhoe, No. 4.) 


|- IV.—Notes on Woodpeckers.—No. XV. On three new 
American Species. By Epwanp Hanorrr, 1.Z.S. 


Tne following species have been known to me for some time, 
but I have delayed deseribing them until I had become better 
acquainted with the genera to which they belong. After a 
careful examination of the Picide in the British Museum, 
and also in the Salvin-Godman and the Sclater collections, 
I am more than ever convinecd of their being quite distinet 
from any known species, and I no longer hesitate to deseribe 
them as new to science. I append a brief diagnosis of each 
of them. 


+ 1. CAMPOPHILUS SPLENDENS, Sp. n. 

Similar to C. hematogaster, but differs in having the whole 
of the neck and the throat, in a line with the end of the 
malar region (or even higher), crimson, this colour also 
tipping the posterior malar feathers ; the light bars ou the 
quills are yellow and much broader, and approach nearer to 
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